
Community Resilience Briefing – 8 September 2023  

  

Dear Community Resilience Group/Community Council/Colleagues, 

Welcome to The Highland Council’s fortnightly briefing for groups with an interest in local community 

resilience. 

  

Community Council Elections 

Candidate’s wishing to put themselves forward as a Community Council Member need to self-nominate 

themselves by completing the online form that will be available on our website. It’s simple and should 

take only approximately 5 minutes to complete, all they have to do is submit their contact details, name 

of community council they wish to represent, confirm they are eligible and provide their electoral 

number.  In order for the Candidate to obtain their electoral number, this can be done by them 

completing the electoral number request form or it is available from the Electoral Registration Office by 

emailing ero@highland.gov.uk or telephoning 0800 393783.  

The cut of date for submitting an online form is 12noon on Tuesday 3 October 2023 and published 

thereafter by Wednesday 4 October 2023 will be the statements of persons nominated on the 

community council elections webpage.    

The Elections Team or Ward Managers are available to assist anyone that has difficulty accessing or 

completing the online form by emailing ccelection@highland.gov.uk or telephoning 01349 886657. 

We want to have all our 156 Community Councils formed so please share and use our resources toolkit 

to download posters, leaflets or share messages on social media that may useful to notify local residents 

about Community Council elections. 

Candidates will have up until 12noon on Tuesday 10 October 2023 if they wish to withdraw their 

candidacy and ballot papers will be posted put on Tuesday 31 October 2023 for any that require to be 

contested. 

 

Funding   

SCVO  is a key source of funding information for the third sector. Funds that may be of interest include:  

• The Prince's Countryside Fund - Supporting Rural Communities  

Provides Grants for community-led projects that are pursuing innovative and strategic solutions 

to challenges in their area. Next Deadline 20 Oct 2023. 

• Youth Scotland - What's Your Big Idea? 

Young people can apply for a small amount of funding to help starting a new project with their 

youth group. Applications are reviewed on an ongoing basis. 

• Highlands and Islands Enterprise - Community Asset Projects 

Funds community groups to help develop assets that benefit their local area. HIE can fund 
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knowledge exchange visits with another group to help others learning from their experiences. 

Apply at least 6 weeks before the activity starts.  

 

• Community Ownership Fund 

The purpose of this communication is to raise awareness of the £150m Community Ownership 

Fund established to help communities across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to 

take ownership of assets at risk of closure, helping to ensure that important parts of the social 

fabric, such as pubs, sports clubs, theatres and post office buildings, can continue to play a 

central role in towns and villages across the UK. This fund has been designed to work alongside 

Community Asset Transfer Requests. 

The next opportunity to apply for funding is now open, closing 11th October 2023, though with 

further opportunities to apply through to March 2025 (details are included in the promotional 

pack). 

Information in the pack also includes how to apply, along with useful linked documents to guide 

applicants through the process such as expression of interest guidance and the assessment 

criteria, plus how to access support for applicants via the My Community website. 

Community Councils - please note that due to community councils in Scotland being 

unincorporated bodies with no legal entity, you will not be eligible to apply to the Fund unless 

you have set up an appropriate charity, trust, or community company for this purpose.  

 

• Customer and Community Investment Fund 

Communities located with 10-15 miles of the East Coast Main Line are encouraged to apply to 

this fund. The fund aims to support projects focused on mental health, educations, and 

employability skills among marginalised groups, diversity, and inclusion and environmental 

sustainability. Deadline 24 September 2023. 

 

Welfare, poverty reduction and resilience  

• Let's Be Heard: Sharing Scotland's COVID Experiences – This is a free online event that will be 

held 14 September 10:00-11:00. The aim of the event is to give a voice to as many people across 

Scotland as possible, by inviting people to share their experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Community Empowerment Act Review – Asset Transfer - The Scottish Government has 

committed to reviewing the Community Empowerment Act in this parliamentary term. As part 

of this review, they are keen to hear directly from communities on their experience of going 

through the community asset transfer (CAT) request process and to capture suggestions for 

change. 

 

In conjunction with the Community Ownership Support Service (COSS), the third in-person 

workshop for representatives of groups who are either part way or fully through the CAT 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmycommunity.org.uk%2Fcommunity-ownership-fund&data=05%7C01%7CDouglas.Crawford%40highland.gov.uk%7C846df1eb59a84767f09108dbae1be056%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C638295207006895092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JRBvbG1Y70yZ%2Bo%2F%2BLKK3biJYrcGWinR%2Bp8qyGfLbUQM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.lner.co.uk/about-us/customer-and-community-investment-fund
https://members.highlandtsi.org.uk/events/64ef0709227e8e0008eec35f/description?ticket=64ef0709227e8e0008eec360


process is scheduled for Friday 22nd September 2023 11am – 2pm in Inverness. You can find 

further detail on the Eventbrite link below. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scottish-government-review-community-empowerment-act-

asset-transfer-tickets-Inverness_22/9/23 

 

The outputs from this workshop will feed directly into the review of the Community 

Empowerment Act. 

• Improvement Service Vacancy – Learning and Evaluation Project Manager - A new vacancy that 

has arisen in the Protecting People team at the Improvement Service. The post is for a Learning 

and Evaluation Project Manager, and you can find more details about this vacancy here. The 

post-holder will support learning and evaluation activities across two of the Improvement 

Service’s key projects: Adopting a Trauma-Informed Approach and Implementing Safe & 

Together: Creating Domestic Abuse Informed Systems, Services and Workforces. Closing date 17 

September. 

• My Place Awards – celebrates community-led projects and individuals that have transformed 

their locality. Follow the link for more information on how to enter. Deadline 14 January 2024. 

• Armed Forces Families Highland Newsletter September 2023 – contains news, events, helpful 

information, resources and what’s happening within the Highland Armed Forces community.  

• Stay Safe at Home, at Work, on the Move, and Online - This new bulletin from NaCTSO contains 

guidance on personal security. 

• Cost of living support – Highland Council webpages on support and information to help with the 

cost of living. 

• Help during the cost-of-living crisis – Scottish Government advice and information. 

• Energy Advice - Inverness Badenoch and Strathspey Citizens Advice Bureau offer free, impartial 

energy advice to householders. We provide advice to help reduce household energy use, save 

money, and understand energy bills and support householders to manage energy debt. This can 

be done in person, over the phone or by video call. We can be contacted on 01463 219742 or 

email energy@invernesscab.org 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

• See Me Scotland – This is a national programme to end mental health stigma and 

discrimination. They have resources created to help community groups to deliver workshops to 

that build confidence around talking about mental health. 

• NHS Highland Mental Wellbeing – a collection of resources and signposts to help people of all 

ages to look after their own mental wellbeing. Register for the event by following the link. 

• Cost of living crisis and your mental health 

Many people are feeling the strain as the cost of living continues to increase.  This resource 

provides information on how you can maintain your mental wellbeing at this time, alongside 

information on how to manage your money as bills rise. 

 

Emergency Planning   
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• Met Office Weather Warnings - https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-

advice/uk-warnings#?date=2022-11-04  

• Met Office Weather Ready https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-

advice/weatherready   

• Scottish Flood Forecasting – Provides up to date information on when and where flooding is 

expected to occur over a three-day period. 

• Floodline Scotland https://floodlinescotland.org.uk/   

• Ready Scotland – preparing for emergencies https://ready.scot/ 
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