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Current “Proposed Plan” Consultation 

 Previous – over 1,400 comments on Main Issues 
Report – record number

 Current Methods - Postcard mailshot, social media 
campaign, online videos, on request Teams/Zoom 
& in-person meetings, phone arounds, paper copy 
option

 Period for Comments – 12 weeks duration from 25 
March 2022 to 17 June 2022



The Council’s Strategic Choices

Committee endorsed changes from the Main Issues Report:

 Reordered Outcomes to emphasise climate change and 
economic recovery

 Reordered settlement hierarchy confirmed
 Housing Land Requirements updated within justifiable limits
 13 new or revamped general policies – e.g self build
 Rural Housing - Hinterland Boundary



The Council’s Local Choices

Local/City committee decision on:

 Which sites to earmark for development
 List of acceptable land uses for each site
 Which sites to safeguard from development as vital 

greenspaces
 Housing capacities of development sites
 Placemaking Priorities





Housing 
Market Area 
(HMA)(1)

Housing 
Sector (2)

Inverness East Ross
Mid Ross Nairn

West Ross 
(part)

Plan Area
Totals (3)

Affordable 4,293 513 830 363 76 6,075

Open 
Market

1,435 239 526 151 39 2,389

Totals (3) 5,726 752 1,356 515 114 8,463

Housing Requirements

10 Year (2020-2029) Inner Moray Firth Plan Area Minimum Housing Land Requirement 
(MHLR) Based on 2020 HNDA

(1) Assumes a zero requirement for that portion of the Badenoch & Strathspey HMA that lies within the IMFLDP area because the housing numbers are 
negligible. 26% of West Ross HMA based on geographic area proportion.

(2) The Market sector is defined as owner occupier and private rent homes. The Affordable sector is social rent and other below market rent properties.

(3) Some column and row totals don't sum exactly due to rounding.





General Policies

 Policy 1 Low Carbon Development – introduces a carbon 
emissions reduction standard, beyond current building 
regulations, for new build development. A developer will have to 
evidence that each proposal’s siting, materials, design and choice 
of heat/energy source, generation, storage and use are 
sufficiently low carbon.

 Policy 2 Nature Protection, Preservation and Enhancement –
introduces a developer requirement to protect and improve 
biodiversity including a financial contribution from larger 
schemes towards enhancement.

 Policy 3 Greenspace – provides a clearer and stronger 
protection for identified greenspaces.

 Policy 4 Green Networks - provides a clearer policy for Green 
Networks.



General Policies

 Policy 5 Industrial Land - provides a clearer and stronger protection of 
existing industrial land and a more supportive framework for 
employment uses elsewhere.

 Policy 6 Town Centre First – introduces a stronger protection for 
identified town centres but also a more supportive approach to change 
of use proposals including residential within those centres.

 Policy 7 Placemaking – provides a policy justification for requiring a 
developer to audit the impact of its application on the quality of the 
place, where it is proposed.

 Policy 8 Delivery Development and Infrastructure – seeks to ensure a 
more coordinated and timeous delivery of infrastructure and community 
facility capacity in parallel with new development.

 Policy 9 Increasing Affordable Housing – proposes to: increase the 
quota to 35% for Inverness City (excluding the City Centre); require 
earlier private developer phasing of affordable units; and, support higher 
densities for affordable housing developments. 



General Policies

 Policy 10 Self and Custom Build Housing – introduces a quota for 
serviced plots for the largest (100 plus units) housing sites.

 Policy 11 Growing Settlements – brings this policy into alignment with 
other recent Highland area local development plans.

 Policy 12 Accessible and Adaptable Homes - introduces a quota for 
wheelchair liveable ground floor units on sites of 50 or more residential 
dwellings.

 Policy 13 Transport – directs developers to the most accessible sites 
and requires them to show that people using their development can 
travel as easily by walking, wheeling, cycling or public transport as they 
can by car.















Questions?


